
Homily for fourth Sunday of Easter: 

“My sheep hear my voice and they follow me” (Jn. 10:27) 

As a student of history, I am mindful of the millions of people who suffered under communist and Nazi tyranny in the 

last century. In the many years of darkness they longed to hear the truth spoken by trustworthy voices. One of the most 

dependable of voices was the Voice of America, a radio broadcasting network of the United States government. 

The first broadcast, in German, took place in February 1942 and was intended to counter Nazi propaganda among the 

German people.  

By the time the war ended, the Voice of America was broadcasting 3,200 programs in forty languages every week. 

Hearing a familiar, trustworthy voice can still our fears and give us hope for the future. 

Some of you may be of an age to remember the “America’s most trusted news anchor”, Walter Cronkite. He was 

affectionately known by his viewers as “Uncle Walter”, because he could be trusted to tell the whole truth about 

contemporary events. He was the principal reason why so many Americans tuned in the CBS evening news nightly. 

”Christianity”, says Bishop Robert Barron, “is a relationship with someone who has a voice”. The first disciples were 

privileged to hear the voice of the historical Jesus. Recall Mary Magdalene, who came to faith in her risen Lord, after he 

called her by name. 

On this Good Shepherd Sunday, the gospel reading is taken from John’s tenth chapter. Notice how the voice of the 

shepherd matters. 

“When he has driven out all his own, he walks ahead of them, and the sheep follow him, because they recognize his 

voice. But they will not follow a stranger. They will run away from him, because they do not recognize the voice of 

strangers” (Jn. 10: 4-6). 

The shepherd’s voice is the sign for the sheep that they can trust him. 

We, too, can hear his voice when we hear the scriptures proclaimed at mass, and when the bishops and pope speaks. 

Jesus said, “Whoever listens to you listens to me; whoever rejects you rejects me, but whoever rejects me rejects him 

who sent me”. 

We can also hear the voice of Jesus in our conscience. One might add the voice of good, spiritual friends as well as those 

who comfort and challenge us. 

In our electronic age, we hear many voices, not all of them worthy of our precious time. In order to be heard, Jesus must 

shout to attract the attention of a secular nation where religious faith is regarded as, at best, irrelevant. To refuse to 

hear the voice of the shepherd is a tragedy. One risks losing eternal life and the joy of our Lord’s company forever. 

Jesus Christ is not “the voice of America”. No, he is the voice of truth, the voice of God. 

Let us open our ears and listen to him. His is the only voice that matters. 

 

 


